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January 21st. 
Dr. Morton, President, in the Chair. 

The Corresponding Secretary read a letter from J. G. H. Kinberg, 
dated Malmo and Gronby, 16th December, 1850, announcing that he 
had forwarded additional objects of Natural History for the Academy, 
and desiring certain exchanges. 

A communication was read from Joseph P. Hazard, Esq., dated 
Seaside, near Point Judith, Ehode Island, noticing the arrival of 
the Rocky Mountain Swallow in that neighborhood, with some ob- 
servations on its habits. 

" They first made their appearance here in the Spring of 1844, when fourteen 
pairs of them built on the east and west sides of an outhouse of my residence, 
and such strangers were they, that I was unable to learn the name of the spe- 
cies for some time. They have since confined themselves almost exclusively 
to the same premises, two or three pair only having in a few cases selected 
other localities in the neighborhood. 

" In the autumn of the same year, (1844) I built a barn about half a mile 
distant, on the north side of which I provided for my new friends, in case they 
should visit me again, a convenient projection of nearly fifty feet in length, 
suitably protected. In the Spring ensuing, (1845) forty aests were built on 
the crib which was their firstehoice above alluded to, and as if for experiment, 
six nests only were built on the new barn, but in the Spring of 1846, sixty-five 
nests were built on the barn, and the crib entirely deserted. In 1847, one 
hundred and thirty pairs built upon the barn and almost completely occupied 
the space prepared for them. At this time a few pairs which were crowded 
out took up quarters in the martin and blue-bird holes on the south side of 
the same building, ousting the rightful tenants which had previously arrived 
and taken possession. 

" As the location at the barn is much more protected than that on the crib, 
the nests are there constructed with much less reference to the probability of 
injury from the weather than formerly upon the latter, a circumstance which 
evinces a degree of elasticity, I believe not generally accorded to instinct. 

"These swallows make their first appearance here from the 10th to the loth 
of May, and commence clearing out the old nests (in which many of the dead 
of the brood of the previous year are left) about the 1 st of June. The material 
of which the nests are made, is a very fine sand with a small admixture of 
blue clay ; when dry it is very friable and the nests suffer considerable dilapi- 
dation during winter. They generally make their appearance in a mass, but 
this season four birds only came on the 5th of May, which number received 
almost daily accessions until the 28th of the same month. Their arrival is 
earlier, and their departure also, than that of the barn swallow, none remain- 
ing, I believe, later than about the 1st of September. 

" One circumstance in the habits of these birds has struck me as peculiar : 
they are either all of them in the vicinity of their nests or all absent, not one 
to be seen on the premises, and although my observations have not been suf- 
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ficiently particular to enable me to speak with certainty on this point, I am 
inclined to believe these intervals of absence are at regular hoars of the day. 
I have seen them two miles distant, in pursuit of insects, which their now large 
numbers have probably rendered scarce in this more immediate vicinity." 



Dr. B. H. Coates read a notice of the antiquity of the use of Tin, 
mentioning its importation from Britain by the Phoenicians, and in- 
ferring from passages cited from Homer that it was regarded at a 
very early period as a precious metal. The communication was re- 
ferred to Mr. Thomas Fisher, Mr. Phillips, and Dr. Elwyn. 

Dr. Leidy read a paper, intended for publication in the Proceed- 
ings, describing some new entozoa. Referred to Dr. Hallowell, Dr. 
Morton, and Mr. H. C. Lea. 



January 2&th. 
Vice-President Bridges in the Chair. 

The Committee on Mr. Richard C. Taylor's paper, read Jan. 7th, 
reported in favor of Publication in the Journal. 

The Recording Secretary read the following Report for the year 
1850. 

REPORT 

OF THE RECORDING SECRETARY 

For 1850. 

It is customary for the Recording Secretary to submit his report at the last 
meeting of the year, but unavoidable absence from home rendered it impossi- 
ble for me to offer it before this time. 

Nine members and eight correspondents have been elected, and four members 
have died, to-wit: — the venerable and esteemed Alexander Maclure : Dr. Wil- 
liam Gambel, who was not less remarkable for the goodness of his heart than 
for the cultivation of his mind ; our lamented Vice President, Dr. Robert 
Egelsfeld Griffith, whose amiability and generosity not less than his great 
acquirements, have rendered his loss severe ; and the first elected President of 
the Institution, Dr. Gerard Troost, who has passed away after a long life de- 
voted to the pursuit of science. 

By comparing the list of the Society published October 1, 1848, with subse- 
quent changes, there appear to have been elected up to this time 250 members 
and 543 correspondents, amounting in all to 793. 

It does not appear that the institution was ever so prosperous. The average 
attendance at the meetings has been large, and many objects have been zeal- 
ously pursued. Many communications of great interest have been made, as 
the publication of the Proceedings and the Journal will establish. 



